
Membership of the Third Sector Task and Finish Group

The review of Redditch Borough Council’s grants process has been undertaken by 
the Third Sector Task and Finish Group.  This comprises of a cross-party group of 
Councillors who were commissioned to conduct this review.  You should have an 
opportunity to meet most of these Councillors during the event.

Some of the Councillors appointed to the Group have experience of working in the 
Voluntary and Community Sector or act as representatives of the Council on the 
boards of Voluntary Sector organisations.  They have been declaring these as 
interests at consecutive meetings of the Group.  Copies of the notes from these 
meetings can be accessed on the Council’s website using the following web 
address: http://www.redditchbc.gov.uk/democracy/mgCommitteeDetails.asp?ID=238 

As the Task and Finish Group does not have decision making powers and are not 
discussing the grants and donations distributed to individual organisations, these 
interests are not considered prejudicial.  The final decisions on the future Redditch 
Borough Council grants process will be taken by the Executive Committee, which is 
the Council’s decision making body.  To ensure an open, transparent and democratic 
process, the Executive Committee will ensure that the recommendations of the Task 
and Finish Group have not been unfairly influenced by the declared interests listed 
below.

Councillor Diane Thomas has been chairing this review.   
She has been declaring an interest as an employee of 
Carers Careline at consecutive meetings.  She 
represents Abbey Ward at Redditch Borough Council.

Councillor Kath Banks has been declaring an interest 
as a representative of Redditch Borough Council on the 
Redditch Children’s Centres’ Advisory Board.  She 
represents West Ward.

Councillor Jack Cookson has been declaring an 
interest as a Director on the Board of Age Concern.  He 
represents Batchley and Brockhill Ward.
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Councillor RJ Farooqui represents Central Ward.

 

Councillor Jinny Pearce is a co-opted, non-voting 
member on the board of Age Concern.  During her career 
she worked in the Voluntary and Community Sector, 
though she retired on her election to the Borough Council 
in May 2008.  She represents Batchley and Brockhill 
Ward.

Councillor Mark Shurmer has been declaring an 
interest as a Director of the Redditch Advocacy Team.  
He represents
Lodge Park Ward.

Mrs Ann Sowton has been acting as a non-voting, co-opted member on the Task 
and Finish Group.  She was invited to participate in the exercise because of her 
years of experience working in the Voluntary and Community Sector.  She works for 
the Bromsgrove and Redditch Network (BARN), which is the local infrastructure that 
supports the Voluntary Sector.
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